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In Loving Memory of
Jim Carroll

Poet
August 1, 1949
September 11, 2009

Lord make me an instrument
of Thy peace.

Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is doubt, faith.
Where there is despair, hope.

Where there is darkness, light.
Where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master; grant that I may not
so much seek to be consoled as 1o
console; to be understood as to
understand; to be loved as to love; for
it is in giving that we receive, and it is
in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to

eternal life.

Greenwich Village Funeral Home
199 Bleocker Stroet
New Yeek NY 10012
21267450058
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Alan Lanier, Jim Carroll and Ron Kovac
who wrote "Born On The 4th Of July"
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Jim Carroll Band On Tour

Jim and | became close in the late 70's and remained close for his entire stay in San Francisco.
We met at the now legendary Mabuhay Gardens and we began hanging out. We would talk about
our lives and goals. We formed a kinship that would survive through time... One night Jim handed
me a piece of paper, it was a poem he had written for me. It was so beautiful and | had no idea
the impact it would hold on me. It is truly one of the best gifts ever given to me. Another night he
introduced me to Keith Richards of The Rolling Stones... That was truly amazing! You would never
know what to expect from him.. | had read his books, seen him read his poetry and play live with
his band... | was very impressed by his immense talent but it was also his inner being, his
sensitivity and kindness that won my heart...

Our paths separated when he went back to live in NYC. We did see each other in the mid 90's
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when my band The White Trash Debutantes played a show with him doing poetry in Santa Rosa,
CA. Jim joined us on stage for a rousing version of his hit song "People That Died." Jim contacted
me on Facebook early in the summer of 09 and we both began reminiscing about the past.... He
was proud of me and wrote that he loved me for what | had with my life. He loved Punk Globe
online... In fact Punk Globe and White Trash Debutantes were the only groups he joined on
Facebook... He was worried about his former band mate Steve Linsley and he was so very happy to
find out that | was in touch with Steve and that he was fine. He also mentioned Brian Marnell. |
told him about an upcoming show with The UK Subs and he told me to kick some ass and most
importantly to have fun... As he would be there in spirit cheering us on! | was so very happy to be
back in touch with Jim. Then the terrible news came on September 12 that Jim was no longer with
us. | wanted to pay tribute to him and let all his friends and fans be involved...

I hope you all enjoy this tribute for a truly gifted man- JIM CARROLL!

A Poem For Ginger Coyote
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and this peam of purple light snct
S(Owc_lj from your wrists Gkz a tired
(azey, strnight to MY eyes...and
d}j ecl them b [ue, 1 Swear. then T #ifted
back yy fread to suck it to my (ips,
and fefT it melt down in [ayers
(ike a plutonium coughdrop... T turmed
the otfler way, to lear the veveyberntion
of purple Gaft in the follow of #s Flux,
1w was the 3ovmd that steals synowbirds
From the wirz 10 3ing. . . wie slesy, we
slezp 1otihovt doeams, 4o distant Fom
e mirror. . rmitating clarii s
iequisis hildncod

sguising Cit Q tevyor:

T twrmed the other toay.. .afways temn
the other wau. One NiGIT you ASSeg me AU
were doumk . L Fought of Candy Carling
in 1971, ¥he bacaoom of Fax's Kamsas Ciy
with Jackie Curtis, (eads mlo:ut%e back
door with Lou, changng pgus m

the alley-way ventil the crclewas full
and the snow urned o fire while £he pirds
weot onthe wive for e purple Gightto
sing. ‘We went pack wside. .1 was

empty and we didn’t care, Candy

was dying avd she didw't Care-..
Ganger, Toly don't go%&rmfenzcd: time
they take yowr pichwe Tohy are gou,
(ooking s0 Zad n each photograph :

N\ 1CRN Tim Carroll

Brew Kerr
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"Sweet Jane" Video with Lou Reed

Jim Carroll and Ginger Coyote

Photo: Stanley Green

| found The Basketball Diaries at Moe's Books on Telegraph Avenue in Berkeley.
I was 14 and | remember the cashier saying "You know this isn't about
basketball, right?"
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For the next two years | read it over and over again. | read it through once and
from then on opened it to random entries. It offered a vision of doing the wrong
thing that was beyond fascinating. | loved his story, the dope story, the story of
the fix and of Juvenile Delinquency. He references his Catholic upbringing only
as a preamble to his long season in hell but somehow the book had a
perversely twisted Christian vibe to it: the cross (junk) the light (the nod) the
martyr (the narrator) and all of it going down in the holy land (New York City).
That's how it felt when he would lapse into poetry at certain moments in the
book- like he was writing a kind of sacrament for atheists. Instead of pure
redemption the stories offered pure transgression. For a square middle class kid
like me it was totally irresistible.

After first reading the book | heard Carroll's music. | didn't care for most of the
songs back then (I was onto the Ramones and lacked the patience) but I
instantly recognized a pure rock & roll instrument in his singing. To this day I
think that Jim Carroll had one of the very best voices in Rock & Roll with his
only peers being Jonathan Richman and Lou Reed. Magnetic, street-smart and
animalistic, and like his writing, there was something sacred about the way he
went into the dark.

"Gravity" By Jim Carroll Band

From Jim's Private Collection
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A Young Jim Below
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Dark Diva

Jim Carroll was a writer/musician and a musician/writer at the same time; his
books where "musical” indeed and his songs could be considered real short
novels. Jim's grandeur as a writer was celebrated worldwide, but we also want
to remember Jim's importance as a musician, even though unfortunately he
wasn't so popular in Italy. After "Catholic Boy", Punk went through great
transformations, lyrics especially, and that's why all of us, as musicians, will
always be grateful to Jim. Myself, | will try to tribute Carroll in my concerts so
that Italy doesn't forget him. CIAO JIM!

http:/ /www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/arts/la-et-carroll16-
2009sep16,0,1608675.story

Jim Carroll was a mainstay while | was growing up in New York. | can recall many
times singing his tunes walking down the street in NYC, throughout High School,
or simply playing in the soundtrack going on in my head. A wonderful artist and
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poet, he will be sadly missed.

Lenny Kaye and Jim Carroll

In the early eighties, | was Associate Producer/Production Manager on a film
called Listen to the City. It starred some local Toronto musicians, with
appearances by Lenny Kaye, Rosemary Carroll and others. Jim played the lead.

We had to bring Jim to the Addiction Research Foundation each morning for his
medicine. (This was a bugger to organize, btw.)

We're shooting a scene in a grade eight music class one day. When we scouted
it, | started looking at some of the kids' bristol-board projects that lined the
walls. One that caught my eye was on The Rolling Stones. But what made it
awesome was a picture of Keith with Jim, and the thirteen-year-old who made it
labeled it "Keith Richards with NYC Poet Jim Carroll." | was impressed. A 13-
year-old kid who was aware of Jim Carroll. Cool.

Two days later I'm driving Jim to the location. As he liked, we shared a joint on
the way (actually, he smoked most; | was working.) | told him | had a cool
surprise for him.

We get there, and | show him the project. He beamed. Then looked mischievous.
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| grabbed the Polaroid camera; Jim changed the kids mark from a C+ to an A- (I
can't recall what exactly he said, but it was something like "Hey, | can't give him
an A+, he'll get a swelled head.")

I took a pic of Jim pointing at the new mark, and we pinned the now-
autographed photo to the board.

Pretty sure we made that kid's day.

"People Who Died" New York the mid 90's

Teddy sniffing glue, he was 12 years old
Fell from the roof on East Two-nine
Cathy was 11 when she pulled the plug
On 26 reds and a bottle of wine
Bobby got leukemia, 14 years old
He looked like 65 when he died
He was a friend of mine

G-berg and Georgie let their gimmicks go rotten
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So they died of hepatitis in upper Manhattan
Sly in Vietnam took a bullet in the head
Bobby OD'd on Drano on the night that he was wed
They were two more friends of mine
Two more friends that died

Mary took a dry dive from a hotel room
Bobby hung himself from a cell in the tombs
Judy jumped in front of a subway train
Eddie got slit in the jugular vein
And Eddie, I miss you more than all the others
And I salute you brother

Herbie pushed Tony from the Boys' Club roof
Tony thought that his rage was just some goof
But Herbie sure gave Tony some bitchen proof

"Hey," Herbie said, "Tony, can you fly?"
But Tony couldn't fly, Tony died

Brian got busted on a narco rap
He beat the rap by rattin' on some bikers
He said, "Hey, I know it's dangerous, but it sure beats Riker's"
But the next day he got offed by the very same bikers

Teddy sniffing glue, he was 12 years old
Fell from the roof on East Two-nine
Cathy was 11 when she pulled the plug
On 26 reds and a bottle of wine
Bobby got leukemia, 14 years old
He looked like 65 when he died
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He was a friend of mine

G-berg and Georgie let their gimmicks go rotten
So they died of hepatitis in upper Manhattan
Sly in Vietnam took a bullet in the head
Bobby OD'd on Drano on the night that he was wed
They were two more friends of mine
Two more friends that died

Mary took a dry dive from a hotel room
Bobby hung himself from a cell in the tombs
Judy jumped in front of a subway train
Eddie got slit in the jugular vein
And Eddie, I miss you more than all the others
And I salute you brother

JIM CARROLL RIP
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Pauli Gray

Interesting that you mentioned Jim Carroll, | was thinking about his death and
about my time in Manhattan--all the friends made in an intense environment in
the Village. One friend, who at the time was a freak but helped me get a job in
printing, is now an owner of a major Architecture firm. He is Jim Carroll's age
also. Of course, when | lived on E St. Marks, Jim Carroll had moved to No. Cal.,
or maybe had moved there and returned.

People along the way go through many changes, let's hope that we survive and
gain some understanding and happiness.

Gary Heffern

Here's the link to my photos of Jim: He was a good friend of mine in SF..

http://newfineartprints.com/2/d951/ #/gallery/jim-carroll/

A Jim Carroll Reading
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Pat Duffey

luv to you, dear Ginger Coyote, both us parts of Moira Scar (Roxy as Saphoid,
LuLu as Pelvis) dug, dig, and will keep digging outta our Corpse graves for you
and all that you do. Lost another one huh? Jim Carrol, a great poet. You hung
and hang with so many of the greats, being one yourself helps.

I AM ALONE
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TERRY HAMMER former Soundman For Mabuhay Gardens

| also did a show with him in 1986. Was a lot of fun. A hectic time. | even picked
him up at the airport! lol. He was really sweet, even tho | was a bit late, and

couldn't find him. He was soooo0 tall! xoxoxo.

ADAM BECVARE

http://www.punkglobe.com/jimcarrolltribute1009.html Page 18 of 22




JIM CARROLL 10/1/09 Thu 10/1, 9:51 PM

http:/ /www.myspace.com/lustkillers

I'm including a link to a short film | made using Jim Carroll's spoken word of his
story Tiny Tortures. I'm truly sad at his passing.
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An inspirational human being who will be an inspiration forever!
R.1.P. Jim Carroll.

"Conscience is no more than the dead speaking to us."
- Jim Carroll

Jake Jack-Off
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back to home page
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